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Location 

Present Owner: 

Present.Use: 

Brief Statement 
of .Significance 

South of Troy Shaker koad (State Iloute -;155)} 

approximately l//, uile east of Sand Greet. koad 
Albany Vicinity (Coionie), Albany County^ 
New York. 

iir. Leonard Bol, Shaker Road. Albany}  Hew.Yorh. 

Dwellings rented to tenants. 

This structure was the main dwelling house of the 
South Family of \7atervliet Shakers. 

t?M^ 

PiLkf  I.    HISTORICAL INFQimfXQH 

Physical history 

A Original and Subsequent Ov:ncrs.  Original owners: katervliet 
Shakers South Farskly. Since 1939, Mr. Leonard Eol. 

u. Date of kreetion;  1822. 

Builder . 1 1 «r ;,iiuxj.u Dy rrusruer and .illerij  jester kasons.,   ibSP.^ 
This luecrkption can be  found on the corner stone of  the 

.amH ;:ien were no"u neroers oi  wne np   ,-,{">;->;*■'-';'• -,-,-,,-:■!-. 

D. Original construebion: Originally the building consisted 
only of the ;nain; briery rectangular block. 

the north (with wood siding) is a later addition. It was 
used as a meeting" room until 'the last years of the Family; 
when it was used as a salesroom. Other more reeonb addi- 
tions,, made before the Family finally sold the property. 
were the enclosed porch on the west side and the ^attached"1 

shed on the east side.  Since the South Family left, a nvribor 
of changes have been made (see photo taken in 1962). 

Sources of Information,  Hopping D.h.G.. and betland^ 
Gerald II.  "The /rehltecturc of the Shakers/' ^klcpnakt. 
Vol. 72., ko, 4 (October 1957J, 33^~33v. 

Lassiter, ,'illian Lawrene... -L  Satalog of Shaker SboiowrsphL: 
and irasercd barrings in the Historic Collection of the Per 
York State kducation Department, Llbeir/p kew Yore. '     /n un- 
published catalog of Shaker material belonging to the 
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University of the State of New York,,  Division of Archive; 
and History,  iTc-any,  Nov. Iork; I960. 

iweleherp I.iarguerite Fellows.    ^h^j^^^X-A^X^^^Sl- 
Cleveland:     ..'e stern Hoserve University press,  1941 ■ 

Pidti  II.  /;P.CHir£CrUPiAL...IKFOR-VaTION 

P.     General Statement 

1.    /U'chiteetural character;    This building becomes a study 
in the history of the Shakei* cioveraent in the 19th and 
20th centuries.     In the original section of the struc- 
ture can "be seen the rigid adherence to the rules laid 
down by the ivllllennlal Lars  - the simplicity and stark- 
ness - that characterised Shaker building activities 
from c.  1805 until the Civil ear period.    The, later 
additions indicate that  eventually the diminishing sect 
could no longer deny the influence  of the  -world. '•' 

Although the  following paragraph froa D.k.C, Hooping 
and Gerald P..  katland's article.   :The T.-chiteciura of 
the ohakers,!   in ijiy^eie^e,}  October iSffls   (pp.   335-6),, 
describes a whaler deciding house  in a general wayp 

:j .i„       ^L-\:. —..       .^uOU V^A-'- I )     "-"■-; 

are.; eeonoe.iesy at nevertheless gives one an ad^a ex' the 
character cf the building when it was the active center 
of a thriving coeieiunity.  ache residence buildings "verc 
invariably srditisioried,, another of rood or nasonry 
construction.  kws separate entrances were provided for 
the two sexes and generally the entrances cere hooded. 
The elders occupied separate apartcienbs on the nain 
floor_, "./ith 'brethren and sisters living dormitory-style 
in the roons above. Though several brethren or several 
sisters occupied each rooia^ only one suall cupboard with 
shelves was provided}  as the shakers had no possessions 
of their own.  .cod peg rails were built in on all four 
walls for the hanging of garments, hats, chairs, baskets. 
The Shakers -were clever in locating their chirucys; nearly 
evory  rooie had an outlet for a snail cast-iron stove of 
distinctive character}  eia^.e according to the .dialer's 
own acsign.  Cften the baserwenis of the residence build- 
ings were pub to us.; as laundries^ kitchens^ or shops.- 

kkverit ure. (p. 199); describes the .ubervlict Shakers 

nentj its pine and chestnut beans are hole in place b^ 
the old dowel pins, its hand-forged iron nails and braces 
are still resisting rust. The plainness of these many- 
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windowed structures is saved from factory starlcness by 
their uncrowded setting in spacious landscape and "by 
the impression they give of tranquil, ordered" living.I! 

2. Condition of fabric; Good. 

B. Technical Description of Exterior 

1. Over-all dimensions: 54'~0 l/2" (west side) x 42'-0 1/2"; 
two-and-a-half stories; rectangular layout,, plus a later 
one-story, northern wing. 

2. Foundations: Stone. The basement walls are exposed on 
the east side. 

3. Wall construction: Brick - Flemish bond. 

4. Porchesj etc.: Modern enclosed porch with triangular 
pediment - west side. Modern wooden shed addition - 
east side. 

5. Chimneys: Four- brick chimneys (two chimneys at both 
the north and south sides). 

6. Openings: 

a. Doors: Wooden, six-panel doors. 

b. Windows: Double-hung wooden sashes,  (Drawings 
indicate nine-over-nine lights; 1962 photo, two- 
over-two lights). 

7. Hoof: 

a. Shape, covering; Gable roof with slate covering. 

b. Cornice:  L-lain cornice; two coves separated by 
corona. 

c. Dormers, cupolas: A.  single wooden dormer, centrally 
located, on wesb front. 
/, small wooden ';cail bell:1 cupola at the gable ridge, 
centrally located. 

C. fechnical Description of Interior 

1. Floor plans:  Central-hall plan (plus a meeting room 
addition of one story to the north). 

2. Stairways; Typical, simple, Shaher balusters and rails. 
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3. Flooring:    Basement;    "both vrood and stone flooring. 

4. Decorative features and  trim;    Plain wooden trim. 

5. Notable hardware:     Original9   Shaker v/rought iron 
hardware. 

D.    Site:     Site slopes dov/n to the east. 

Prepared by John C.  Poppeliers., Architectural Historian 
National Park Service 
February 1963. 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

SHAKER SOUTH FAMILY DWELLING HOUSE, BUILDING #3   HAES No. NY-3261 
(SHAKER SOUTH FAMILY RESIDENCE) 

An addendum to the data pages compiled in 19&3 
Shaker South Family Dwelling House, Building #3 

Watervliet, New York 

This dwelling house, "built in 1800, was described by Thomas Brown, 
an apostate and an historian, in his book; An Account of the People 
Called Shakers, Troy, New York, l8l2, p. 152; as "a large commodious 
house...in the lower part of which a partition opens and enlarges 
the meetingroom." A partition does appear in the HABS drawings of 
this building.  Shaker Records of the South Family; New York State 
Library, CMID*+03? folder #1; mention a dwelling house built in l800 
and this structure is the only early building large enough to be a 
dwelling. This building appears on a map of Watervliet from 1839, 
now in possession of Charles Thompson of Canterbury, New Hampshire, 
The call bell is not indicated on the map of 1839* it is believed to 
have been added October 7, 18U8 and at the same time the roof was 
covered with tin. 

Information provided by: Dorothy M. Filley 
Museum Consultant 
Colonie, New York 
May, 1975 


